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Hello Raider Students and Families -  

 

I hope you all are staying safe and warm! As you are keeping up with grades in Skyward, it’s 

worthwhile to note that our recent snow days have fallen mostly on A days, which has impacted recent 

grades and progress in those classes. As you are looking at their grades, if you have questions about 

updated grades in blocks 1 - 3, it may be due to those classes having over a week of a gap in in-person 

class sessions. With any questions,  please feel free to reach out to your student’s teacher.  

 

Here’s hoping spring is on the horizon!  

Let us know if you need anything, 

 

Jamie DeWitt 

Principal 

Portland High School 

jdewitt@portlandk12.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
full calendar available at www.portlandk12.org 

Updated District Parent Calendar 2020-2021 

 

February 10: Virtual Day 

February 12: No School (inclement weather make up day) 

February 15: No School (inclement weather make up day) 

February 17: Virtual Day 

February 24: Virtual Day 

March 4: No School 

March 5: No School 

March 10, 17, 24: Virtual Days 

March 26: No school, end of third marking period 

 

 

For your records, our A/B day calendar has been updated to include the January - June dates. This 

may be subject to change as we adapt to future needs and COVID-19 requirements.  

PHS Monthly A/B Calendar 

 
 

Important Dates 

Updated A/B Calendar 

 Virtual students, we recommend that you follow the A/B calendar for your classes! This is a 
helpful tip as you manage the workload across all of your classes.  
A days: Hours 1-3 
B days: Hours 4-6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SPstyuk16Q7tlyP_OHyK-WsHcBsocsS5/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sHsrn-rgxE-Wun3QUgQPqZwa8U7ifQOnSO5-x9sJHss/edit


 
 

 
While we have resumed our face-to-face instruction, we are in the process of figuring out what 

students are quarantined and who are back to in-person instruction. While this happens, we are 

continuing the Zoom sessions for each class.  

 

Skyward attendance, however, has resumed. If you are not an official Virtual student, your in-person 

attendance is recorded from in-person classes. If you are ill, you are welcome, and encouraged, to join 

the Zoom sessions but you will also need to call in for an excused absence.  

 

 

 
Attention Seniors! 
Here is a helpful guide for those of you who have submitted your FAFSA: Six Things to Do After Filing the 
FAFSA 
 
If you have not yet submitted your FAFSA, it is recommended you do so as soon as possible regardless of 
whether you plan to attend a traditional four-year college, go to a trade/technical school, or enroll in a 
certificate program. The deadline to file is March 1-less than a month away. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to Ms. Edlund if you have any questions at bedlund@portlandk12.org  
 

 

 
Attention all PHS juniors and seniors with a cumulative GPA of 3.333 or higher and sophomores with a 

cumulative GPA of 3.500 or higher, letters have gone home inviting you to apply for membership in the Claudia 

Keusch Chapter of the National Honors Society. Invitation to apply does not automatically ensure acceptance; 

you must follow the instructions on the forms and meet all requirements. If you do not receive a letter and you 

believe your GPA qualifies you for an invitation, see Mrs. Sarah Honsowitz by February 26th. If you have any 

PHS Zoom Sessions Continue! 

 Virtual students, while it’s not required for you to attend the live sessions, it’s an incredible 
resource for you and your learning. These sessions are a window into the school and are great 
opportunities for you to talk with your teachers and your peers. Teachers are also spending 
time during these sessions to meet with students one-on-one. 

FAFSA reminder and next steps 

 Virtual students, we can help you with your FAFSA even if you’re not learning on-campus! Ms. 
Edlund can Zoom with you to help answer any questions. Just let us know and we will make it 
happen! 

National Honor Society (NHS) 

https://michigancollegeaccessnetwork.app.box.com/file/734847029762?s=55sb62zqnkzci6ey34ew1xh7d0bwwolx
https://michigancollegeaccessnetwork.app.box.com/file/734847029762?s=55sb62zqnkzci6ey34ew1xh7d0bwwolx
mailto:bedlund@portlandk12.org


questions about the process of application or the NHS in general, feel free to ask any current member or 

call/email Mrs. Honsowitz at 647-2981 or shonsowitz@portlandk12.org 

 
 

 

The Ionia County YAC 
is having a coat drive 

from February 
8th-19th. 

 
Please bring in new or 

gently used coats, 
gloves, hats, boots, or 

snow pants for all ages 
to the front office.  

 

 
 

 

Heartlands Institute of Technology (the career 

center for Ionia county) is hosting a virtual 

open house. Many PHS students take courses 

at Heartlands and this is a great way to get 

informed about the programs offered for 

2021-2022.  

 

● Thursday, Feb 18 from 4:00-6:00pm 

● Open House Website 

 

 

 

 

 

YAC Coat Drive 

Heartlands Virtual Open House 

 While most Heartlands programs are offered exclusively in-person, students who are currently 
learning virtually have the same opportunity to join the open houses from their own home. 
Please visit the website (linked above) for the Heartland’s open house. 

https://sites.google.com/ioniaisd.org/virtual-open-house/home?fbclid=IwAR0VxcmhDsUcyyGmVHsDeHanxXrRuRSccfqabnC8SS9KAjeYOKgfphZAbVg


 

 

For those students who are taking an Lansing Community College advantage course, the remaining 

online-real time meetings are as follows: 

 

POLS 201:      2/27 & 4/17         8:10-10am  

PHIL 151:       2/27 & 4/17        10:10-12pm  

CHEM 125:    2/27 & 4/17        10:10-12pm 

MATH 120:    2/27 & 4/17        12:10-2pm  

ENGL 122:    2/27 & 4/17          2:10-4pm 

HIST 212:     2/27 & 4/17           2:10-4pm 

PFHW 123:   2/24 & 3/31           6:10-8pm 

 

 

 

In order to better ensure the fullest prom experience we can give our students in this exceptional year, 

the Class of 2022 student council (host of prom) has decided to move prom to May 22 and to change 

the venue to the Red Mill pavilion here in Portland. Currently, we are planning to host seniors. As 

restrictions (hopefully!) loosen, we will rapidly respond and add the ability for more students to 

attend. Our hope is to add juniors and guests as soon as possible. 

 

 
Paige Patterson, (grades 9, 11), Brenda Edlund (grades 10, 12) 

 

The Joyce Ivy Foundation provides summer academic 

scholarships to highly motivated young women from the 

Midwest. Linked here is a flyer about the program, as well as 

dates for upcoming information sessions where students can 

hear more about the scholarships. Any young women (9-11th 

grade; current seniors are not eligible) are encouraged to 

apply. The application deadline is March 1.  
 

Information sessions available: 

● January 28, 7 pm ET: click here to register 

● February 13, 7 pm ET: click here to register 

 

 

Upcoming LCC Advantage Schedule 

Prom 2021 

Counselors’ Corner 

https://www.joyceivyfoundation.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vb6kOenCl-Yi3R1nQA2FECV1SbC_-qg4/view?usp=sharing
https://joyceivyfoundation.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f8db7bbf71943e73d51723a2&id=3897551f53&e=c0e07103d8
https://joyceivyfoundation.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1f8db7bbf71943e73d51723a2&id=55b9f37aca&e=c0e07103d8


 

Social-Emotional Health 

In this exceptionally unique year, we all need to take care of ourselves and others. Here are a few 

resources to support you. We are always here to help if you need anything, or just want to talk. 

● Michigan Virtual - Michigan Cares Portal 

● Portland Public Schools - Social Emotional Support Website 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

 Virtual students - text 81010 and put @e2c3ka to join the virtual Remind group. You can also 
still schedule virtual times with your counselors through the following links 
Ms. Edlund: https://edlund.youcanbook.me/  
Ms. Patterson: https://ppatterson.youcanbook.me/  

Portland Trap Team 

https://michiganvirtual.org/sel/michigan-cares/?utm_campaign=Michigan%20Cares%20Portal&utm_source=Press&utm_medium=press
https://sites.google.com/portlandk12.org/mentalhealth/home
https://edlund.youcanbook.me/
https://ppatterson.youcanbook.me/


 

 
 

 

Free GVSU Tutoring 


